HERNHILL NEWS

SEPTEMBER 2009

PARISH COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of the Parish
Council took place on 26th August.
All Councillors were present as
were ClIr Bobbin, the Clerk and two
members of the public, welcomed
by the Chairman.

The minutes of the meeting held on
29th July were signed as a true
record. The Chairman reported on
a telephoned complaint resulting
from an entry in those minutes, con-
cerning a development at Staple
Street. Councillors were of the
opinion that the complainant had
misconstrued the wording of the
minuted article.

Mr Morsman said that the state of
the footpath from Summer Lees to
the Fostall was now dangerously
unsafe. The iron railing at the Fos-
tall end had collapsed, whilst the
path further up had been fenced
with sheep netting and with build-
er's spoil heaped against it. He con-
sidered this to be unsafe. KCC's
Footpaths Officer has been notified.
Mr Chapman reported upon the
parking of a vehicle on the Village
Green during the recent hot weath-
er. The driver, a customer in the

Red Lion, explained that it was nec-
essary to park in the shade as her
two dogs were in the car. The coun-
cillor advised the lady that this was
not allowed. Oddly, two of the posts
erected to prevent such action are
missing exactly opposite to the inn.
Various suggestions were put for-
ward to prevent a re-occurrence,
but none must hinder the easy ac-
cess of Jim Young's lawnmower.
(He continues to carry out this task
regularly at no cost to the Council
Tax payer). A service valued by the
Parish Council. The clandestine
placing of the ‘dog faeces bin’ on
the Village Green was also debat-
ed. The provision of this piece of
equipment could not have been
placed in a more unsuitable posi-
tion. It greets mourners and wed-
ding parties alike. Councillors
agreed that it should be moved to
a suitable location by private enter-
prise.

Mrs Figgis had been advised of
possible ‘Rave’ activity at Drove
Lane. If anyone gets further infor-
mation would they please contact
the police (07800 675376).

Mrs Martin said that the overhang-
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ing branches lining the road from
Staple Street to Fairbrook have
produced numerous complaints.
The land adjoining the road is be-
lieved to belong to a farmer at
Broadstairs and the Clerk will in-
vestigate. Complaints had also
been received because of noisy
bands playing at Farming World.
This was also accompanied by the

noise of helicopters. The editor of
the Hernhill News had received a
letter (printed in this month's copy
of the News) which he has passed
to the Chairman of the Parish
Council. Mrs Figgis has replied to
the letter and the editor has com-
mented in this issue of the News.
No further action will be taken by
the Council.
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A display showing the repairs need-
ed to the exterior of the church can
now be seen in the church. There
are many different aspects to this
work. Some are small some are
very large. Overall the costs are

considerable. However, it is hoped
that some of you would be prepared
to sponsor all or part of individual
projects. See what is involved and
let me know.

Malcolm Rhodes 01227 751430

CRICKET
Some locals may have noticed that
a concrete slab has ap-
peared at the Village Play-
ing field. This is the first
stage of the construction of
an all weather cricket net.
The Three Horseshoes
Cricket Club have man-
aged to raise some money,
with Parish Council & Vil-
lage Hall support, towards
what will be a village facility
for those who wish to im-
prove skills at cricket. It is hoped
that like the vibrant Dawes Hernhill
Herons Football Cub,it will encour-

age young people to take up the
game & enable this traditional Vil-
lage sport to flourish in the
coming years.
The old framework will be
removed. It fell into disuse
years ago due to a combi-
nation of location & being
too small. Some money is
still to be raised so if there
is anyone out there who
wishes to support this ven-
ture please contact me via
the Three Horseshoes
Pub on 01227 750842.

Dave Brenchley




FROM THE VICAR

| am a great fan of 'The West Wing'
that has just finished its final series
on British television (there must be
other fans out there?) One of the
final acts of President Jed Bartlett
was to sign a presidential pardon
for Toby Ziegler, a member of his
staff who he sacked and who faced
prosecution after leaking classified
information to the press. To sign the
pardon wasn't an easy decision for
the president to reach but | wasn't
surprised he did it because Jed Bar-
tlett is a compassionate man, and
the best (fictional) president Ameri-
ca has ever had. But compassion
doesn't only belong to fictional char-
acters as the recent news shows.

At the beginning of August Ronnie
Biggs, who was involved in the
Great Train Robbery of 1963, was
released from prison on compas-
sionate grounds. Biggs has suf-
fered a series of strokes and hasn't
long to live. A few weeks later Ab-
delbaset Ali Mohmed al Megrahi,
who was the only man convicted of
the Lockerbie bombing and now
has terminal cancer, was also re-
leased and allowed to return to Lib-
ya on compassionate grounds. The
stories of Ronnie Biggs and Abdel-
baset Ali Mohmed al Megrahi have
aroused strong opinions as it can
seem unfair that people with a jail
sentence can be seen, in some
way, 'to get away with it." However
compassion is a strong element in
our legal system and Biggs is actu-

ally the forty-ninth prisoner granted
compassionate release in the past
five years. In the Jewish tradition
God sought to create a world gov-
erned entirely by justice but he saw
that it would not work and so he
added compassion to justice.
Compassion is a deep awareness
of the suffering of another coupled
with the desire to alleviate it. To be
compassionate takes strength and
courage. We may not be national
leaders but we still have opportuni-
ties to show compassion and in so
doing we are reflecting the charac-
ter of God. “The value of compas-
sion cannot be over-emphasized.
Anyone can criticize. It takes a true
believer to be compassionate. No
greater burden can be borne by an
individual than to know no one
cares or understands.” Arthur H.
Stainback.
I will be leading a six week course
for people wanting to learn more
about Christianity.”Is there a God?
Do we really need him? Who is Je-
sus? What is a Christian?” It will be
informal, no strings attached, all
welcome. It starts Tuesday 22nd
September, 8.00pm in The Vicar-
age, but future Tuesday dates to be
determined by group members.
There will be a new course for the
autumn looking at issues such as,
'Why does God allow suffering?’,
'What about other religions?' and
'The Bible and creation.' More de-
tails in church or from me.

Revd Jean Burrows

SHOES NEWS
Saturday 12th September we have
‘Earl Green and the right Time’ and

then on Saturday 26th September
we have ‘Souled out’. Both start at
8.30pm.
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Tales from the bar

Charlotte, our bar person, had a
very nice holiday in Spain, all seven
of them. The only thing was, they
didn’t get out of the country before
things started to go wrong. At Gat-
wick, as you do, you check in and
then all go and have a meal. Al-
ready excited about the holiday, all
seven got into a lift. It went up for a
few seconds then stopped. That's
when they discovered it was a dis-
abled lift and only meant to carry
two people. What is more, there
were only three steps to go up. To
the amusement of passers-by, who
by now were falling about laughing,
they had to lighten the load to get
the lift going again. Some of the
lighter members of the group had to
climb over the top of the lift till it
started to move. So next time you
go into Debenhams and pass the
disabled lift just think of seven peo-

ple trying to go up three steps the
hard way.
There was talking round the bar
about radios. Lumpy looks at all of
us, “Do you know | have two DAB
radios, one in the kitchen and one
in the sitting room, and they are two
seconds apart. If | go into the sitting
room | am two seconds in front,
then | go back to the kitchen and |
miss two seconds of what | was list-
ing to. It's so annoying”. Life is -----
---- sometimes.
Welcome to Staplestreet, Tracy
and Nigel, our new neighbours.
Just a point of information while
writing this for the News, | am sitting
outside in the back yard on a lovely
Sunday evening with my feet in a
bowl of water. Nice, but | must take
the bowl out of the sink next time.
Have a good month

Vera

FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY
Recycle your old mobile phones
& ink cartridges
How it works - £4 for every phone
and £1 for every recyclable ink car-
tridge will be donated to Christian
Aid. (Sorry, not Epsom, Epsom
compatible or damaged cartridges)

£4 could provide a day's food for a
family in Bangladesh made home-
less by floods. If you have old mo-
bile phones and/or ink cartridges to
recycle please give to me or deliver
to The Vicarage, 101 The Street.
Thank you very much.

Revd Jean Burrows

SPONSORED
BICYCLE RIDE & WALK
This takes place on Saturday 12th
September. 50% of the sponsor-
ship money raised goes to the
church chosen by the participant
and the remaining 50% goes into a
fund administered by the Friends of
Kent Churches. Please support St

Michael's Church by taking part.
This is the perfect opportunity to get
fit, enjoy the Kent countryside and
raise money for your local church.
If you're interested please contact
me for sponsorship forms and a list
of participating churches.

Pat Hall 01795 529156




THANK YOU

On behalf of the Village Hall Com-
mittee | would like to thank the Fete
Committee for their very generous
donation of £2000-00 from the pro-
ceeds of the Fete.

Like many others | thought this
year's event was a great success,
and thanks go to all of those in-
volved in its organisation, the stall

holders & the event supervisors for
making it so enjoyable.
Our thanks also to Tony Chapman
and his helpers for arranging and
helping with the trimming of the
trees around the Playing Fields, its
made a great improvement visually
to the area.

David Mann

MUSIC CLUB
Musicians are of all standards, and
every effort is much appreciated by
the audience of fellow performers
and friends. The meetings are free,
although a contribution to the nib-
bles and/or drinks we enjoy at half-

time would be appreciated. The
next meeting is at 8.00pm on Friday

18t September.
For details of the private house ven-
ue please telephone me.
Hilary Masters
01227 750366.

FREE TREES
For the first time, residents and lo-
cal communities can get up to 25
native trees or hedge mix absolute-
ly free in all parts of the county from
the Kent Free Tree Scheme. More
information and application forms

are available from:
www.kent.gov.uk/publications/envir
onment/kent-free-trees-brochure or
you can phone 08458 247600.The
closing date is Friday 30th October.

ADT

CALENDAR FOR 2010
The glossy calendar featuring
paintings by local artists has been
so popular that a second printing
has been ordered. More copies are
now available. They can be had at

the School Fete, at the two concerts

and from me. The price is £4.50 but

since all profits go to the Fund, you
might wish to give more.

Brian Jelfs

01227 752309

RESTORATION FUND
In times past religious and social
pressures ensured that the local
church was supported by the local
community. Everyone from the
squire down automatically contrib-
uted. The whole village was in-
volved in ensuring that the fabric
was in good repair. They provided
for improvements too. And so, over

the centuries its shape and size
changed and ‘luxuries’ like seating,
heating and lighting were intro-
duced. Of course, the building is not
only a place of worship. It is also a
significant part of the landscape. As
such it plays a part in attracting vis-
itors to Hernhill.

The costs of maintain the building
and of keeping it relevant to today’s
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needs are considerable and be-
yond the means of a village such as
ours. However, although difficult to
get, there are grants available to
help with various projects. It is in-
variably necessary to show the sup-
port of the whole community if there
is to be any hope getting one. This
is the role of the Restoration Com-
mittee.

The Restoration Committee is
working to grow an awareness of
the value and needs of St
Michael’s Church. Our aim is to in-
volve the whole village and beyond.
We organise and encourage others
to organise a wide variety of activi-
ties and functions. These provide
interest and entertainment and in
return we are building the Fund.
This in turn provides evidence of
the support from the community at
large. Some grants are made on the
basis of the funds raised; the bigger
the fund, the bigger the grant. Expe-
rience shows that with no funds,
there is no grant. We have already
raised over £31,000 but that is not
enough. In any case it is essential
to show ongoing interest; that is to
say, we need to show that the funds
are still coming in. We need to keep
going, and have every intention of

doing so.

Our next major functions are con-
certs in the church. All who came to
the concert by the Betteshanger
Prize Band last time said it was ter-
rific. This time they will be under a
new Director of Music but with the
same enthusiasm to entertain. The
date is Saturday 12th September.
We are singularly fortunate to be
able to follow them with a concert
by the Snowdown Male Voice
Choir. They give about twenty con-
certs a year in this country and
abroad. Also having their roots in
the Kent collieries, Snowdown can
give the Welsh Miners’ Choirs a run
for their money any time. They are

here on Saturday 17 October.
Tickets for each concert will be
£12.50 including refreshments in
the interval. However, you will be
able to go to both concerts for £20,
a discount of 20% if paid in ad-
vance. You can get further informa-
tion for the first concert on 01227
752309 and for the second concert
on 01227 751293. Don’'t miss this
opportunity; we may well not be
able to get them again.

ADT

VILLAGE HALL AGM

The Village Hall Committee are in-
viting all residents to attend the
Hernhill Village Hall AGM Meeting
on Monday 7th September at
8.00pm in Hernhill Village Hall. The
meeting will take no longer than one
hour.

We would like to see as many as

possible attend to let us know if you
are happy with the way things are
going or would like to see any
improvements/changes that may
make you use the hall more in the
future.

Usage of the hall is down, and so is
income, while costs continue to rise
so it is important we all try to use




the hall wherever possible so
please mention it to your friends
and family etc.

We also need additional represent-
atives of Village Organisations on
the Committee and you are invited
to join us, even if not part of a village
group. Your input and assistance
will be greatly appreciated as our
numbers are falling for various rea-
sons. Without new members the
Committee will find it hard to contin-
ue in the future.

We know it is an old "cliche" but it

really is YOUR Village Hall, and
without YOUR support and YOUR
involvement it will not function or
continue to be the asset it is to the
Village and surrounding areas. It
involves about one hour per month
for Committee Meetings - not a lot
of time to put back into your com-
munity - to help protect (probably)
one of the reasons, one of the as-
sets you live here for!
We look forward to seeing as many
of you as possible on the night.
The Village Hall Committee

Autumn is not with us yet but | am
indebted to my old friend, Steve
Castle for this contribution.

AUTUMN
In summer the garden looks after
itself.
In winter you take a nice book from
the shelf
The ground is so hard that you can’t
do a thing

But read about gardens and wait for
the spring.
In springtime you wish, though the
daffodils glow
That the summer would come and
that winter would go
But in autumn you gird up your
loins, my son
For that’'s when the work in the gar-
den is done!

Reginald Arkell

STAPLEGATE WI

The Garden Party.

Our August meeting took
the form of a garden par-
ty "Posh frocks and para-
sols" in the sizzling heat
of a perfect summer’s
day. We were joined by
members of our link insti-
tutes to eat a proper WI
tea which was provided
by our excellent cooks in
the garden of our presi-
dent. The parasols were
inventive---craft work
having taken pride of

place - but it was a bit too hot for
posh frocks! Having had
a lovely afternoon and a
browse round the 'bring
and buy" we raised the
splendid total of over
£100 towards our chari-
ty, Monkshill School for
Deaf Children.
Our next meeting will be
on Wed evening 9th
September at 7.45pm
and we look forward to
seeing faces old and
new.

Liz Walton




FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S
INSTITUTES
The East Kent Federation is cele-
brating 90 years of existence and
Staplegate, along with over 60 oth-
er Institutes, entered a display of
items of craft, cookery and floral ar-
rangement in a
competition/exhibition at Canter-
bury High School. The theme of the
competition was “Celebrating Kent”
which needed to be obvious when
viewing the display. 13 members of
Staplegate had some input into

choices and decisions whilst 10 of
these actually produced the items
used in the display. Staplegate’s
entry was beautifully presented and
comments from the judges reflect-
ed this. What a wealth of talent was
on show in the School Hall and
Staplegate’s entry was up there
with the best; only a few marks sep-
arating the winning entry from that
of Staplegate. Well done to all who
participated

Leslie Holmes

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The outing to the Salutation Gar-
dens, was an enjoyable afternoon.
Seventeen members attended.
Thank you to Isabel for organizing
the outing.

The Autumn Show will be held at
the village hall on Saturday 19th
September. Staging for exhibits is
9.45am to 11.15am. The show
opens to the public at 2.00pm with
presentations at 3.00pm followed
by an auction of produce. Everyone

is welcome.
The Social Evening is to be held on
Thursday 22nd October at 7.00pm
for 7.30pm. Following the presenta-
tions, a Wine & Wisdom will take
place with tables of 4 or 6 people.
Please contact Mark James on
01227 751607 evenings or Peter
Bentley on 01227 276032 evenings
to book tables anyone will be wel-
come, prizes for winning table.
Peter Bentley

DEAR SIR

| do not know if the rather effusive
paean to Michael Woods as the
new Tree Warden was intended as
a slight on Steve Castle but if | were
Steve | would have interpreted it as
such. It is customary to thank the
outgoing office holder and | know
Steve Castle has done a lot for this
village, however | did not see a
scintilla of gratitude or thanks in the
August 2009 Hernhill News.

| have lived in Hernhill for some
years and read and appreciated the
Hernhill News but may | now make

an observation? The month in
month out (not particularly sublimi-
nal) message of the Hernhill News
appears to be that only a minority
of people in the village do anything
civic minded and that those people
who do so deeply resent the fact. |
have a young family and | commute
four and a half hours each weekday
and | think | am fairly typical in these
environs. | do not recall my father
being particularly civic minded un-
der similar circumstances and yet
today in his seventies he is an elect-
ed local politician and an active




member of numerous local commit-
tees and pressure groups. | dare
say | could do more but then I'd like
to play more golf 1 spend more time
in the Three Horse Shoes 1 learn
another language etc. If | was now
to suddenly find | have a lot more
time on my hand | might be inclined
to use it selfishly rather than get
involved in what appears to be
(from what | read) a fairly divided
and unhappy local scene.

For example, | am astonished at the
broadside aimed at the owners of
Forge Orchard by the Chairman of
the Parish Council in the 29/07/2009
meeting minutes - there may be any
number of reasons why under the
current economic climate construc-
tion of their new home may be de-
layed. It is hardly a "welcome to the
village".

Finally, as a public servant myself |
have news for the Hernhill Times
and the Parish Council. Endless
criticism and snide remarks will not
endear Swale Planning Services or
Swale Highways Unit to your cause.
Four years ago when | sought the
advice and help of the local plan-
ning authority | was bemused as to
why they dragged their heels and
were so reluctant to engage. It all
makes sense now. If the Parish

Council and the Hernhill Times per-
sist in sarcastic sniping and cheap
throw away remarks (in print) local
government will not treat Hernhill as
a priority, indeed | would hardly be
surprised if an application or a com-
plaint from Hernhill is met with any-
thing but a knowing insouciance
This is a beautiful village set within
sublime countryside and within
shouting distance of two unique his-
toric towns and a medieval walled
city (Faversham, Whitstable and
Canterbury respectively). Near to
hand are some very good schools,
great pubs and restaurants, thea-
tres, up market shops and excellent
civic amenities (in comparison with
most places). | am not in the Con-
servative Party but | believe that in
Andrew Bowles and Hugh Robert-
son we are represented at Maid-
stone and Westminster respectively
by two dedicated politicians with in-
tegrity and you cannot ask for a lot
more. There are a lot of industrious,
interesting, amusing and fascinat-
ing people in the village. If the Par-
ish Council and the Hernhill News
really want to reach out to them |
would advise a different approach.
Yours faithfully,
lan Hird
Orchard View, Staplestreet Road

BOLTED HORSES?
At approximately 3.00pm yesterday

afternoon, Monday 3 August,
someone entered on to our property
and stole two stone, rearing horses
garden ornaments from in front of
our garage. These have been in our
possession for a number of years

and we have been greatly upset by
their removal.

| thought it wise to warn other resi-
dents to be watchful so they do not
experience the upset we have both
endured since this happening.

In the hope that somebody might
see these stone horses in a boot fair




or somewhere similar (one has had
its head cemented back on so looks
as if it has a collar on) please can

you call us.
Sylvia and Ken Reaveley
01227 750715.

BITS AND PIECES
| almost felt that | should entitle this
piece, ‘Crime wave in Hernhill’. The
event which materialised more po-
lice than | have ever seen here, was
the attempted raid on the cash dis-
penser at the Lychgate Garage.
The initial stories spoke of a large
gang with AK47’s. Eventually it
seems that it was two inept crimi-
nals with perhaps a toy gun. They
failed to get anything. However, it
must have been a very frightening
experience for those involved. Then
there is the letter from Sylvia and
Ken Reaveley. Not a frightening ex-
perience perhaps but certainly up-
setting. And then; we are like many
in the village who at this time of year
put out fruit, flowers and vegetables
for sale. We all depend on the hon-
esty of people to put their money in

the pot provided. On Sunday 16t
August many of us suffered the up-
set of having produce or money or
both, stolen. It leaves a bad taste in
the mouth. The amount of money
involved is small, but the erosion of
trust is significant. However, in our
case there was ray of sunshine. We
had a note posted through our let-
terbox. It reads, “We were at the
Dove having a drink and, along with
others, witnessed a boy from a car,
steal the money from the jar. We
managed to get the number of the
car. It is N 731 TEC”. Barbara and
I would like to thank the anonymous
author for their kindness. Thank you

so much for taking the trouble.
There is a pointin the letter from lan
Hird on which, as editor, | feel | must
comment. | suspect he thinks that
there is an editorial policy governing
what goes into the ‘News’. There is:
it is, “What you get is what you, the
readers, write”.

The first article in an issue is always
a précis of the draft Council min-
utes. The last article is mine, for
which | take full responsibility. As to
the rest, | positively encourage eve-
ryone to send in whatever moves
them. Providing the letter is not abu-
sive, not illegal and not anonymous,
it has always been printed and al-
ways will be. If space does not allow
it to get in first time, it will definitely
go in next time.

A word now on behalf of those who
currently are active in the village. It
is a fact that there are not many of
them. It is also a fact that not all of
them are retired. Many of them are
in employment, they do commute
daily and they do have homes and
families to run etc. Despite this, they
make time to contribute to village
life for the benefit of others.
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Sep 1 Tues

GREEN bin collection

Wed 2 7.30pm Jubilee Room | WI Committee
Sun 6 10.00am St. Michael's Ch | Sung communion
Mon 7 2.00pm Village Hall Monday Club
8.00pm Village Hall Village Hall AGM
Tues 8| - | = - BLUE bin collection
Wed 9 7.45pm Village Hall WI - Chris Barkaway, meat cuts & uses
Sat12| - | e Sponsored walk or ride
7.30pm St. Michael’s Ch | Betteshanger Brass Band
Sun 13 8.00am St. Michael’s Ch | Holy communion
---------- Mount Ephraim | Apple Sunday
Tues 15| - | e GREEN bin collection
Fri 18 8.00pm Tba Music at home
Sat 19 Tba Village School | School fete
9.45am Village Hall Hort Soc - Autumn Show staging
Sun 20 10.00am St. Michael's Ch | Sung communion - Patronal festival
Mon 21 2.00pm Village Hall Monday Club
7.30pm Jubilee Room |PCC
Tues 22| - | e BLUE bin collection
Sun 27 8.00am St. Michael's Ch | Holy communion
Tues 29| - | e GREEN bin collection
Wed 30 8.00pm Village Hall Parish Council
Oct 4 Sun 10.00am St. Michael's Ch | Harvest festival
2.00pm Crafts Center | Natter afternoon
Mon 5 2.00pm Village Hall Monday Club
8.00pm Village Hall Village Hall Committee
Tues6| - | = - BLUE bin collection
Wed 7 7.30pm Jubilee Room | WI Committee
Sun 11 8.00am St. Michael's Ch | Holy communion
Tues 13|  ——— | - GREEN bin collection
Wed 14 7.45pm Village Hall WI - AGM & quiz
Sat 17 7.30pm St. Michael's Ch | Snowdown Male Voice Choir
Sun 18 10.00am St. Michael's Ch | All ages service
Mon 19 2.00pm Village Hall Monday Club
7.30pm Jubilee Room |PCC
Tues20|  -——— | = - BLUE bin collection
Thurs 22 7.30pm Village Hall Hort soc - Social evening
Sun 25 8.00am St. Michael’'s Ch | Holy communion
Tues 27|  ———— | - GREEN bin collection
Wed 28 8.00pm Village Hall Parish Council
Fri 30 7.00pm Village Hall WI - Beetle drive
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